East Texas Swim Team History
1988

The East Texas Swim Team was first established by two Nacogdoches High School graduates, Sigrid & Astrid Gobel, in 1988. Organized as a non-profit parent ran committee the team comprised several Lufkin and Nacogdoches parents interested in having an established summer league and year-round swim programs. 


Both Gobel sisters were responsible for coaching the Lufkin Sharks based at The Racquetball Club, and the Nacogdoches Dolphins based at the Court Club Fitness Center. Sigrid & Astrid Gobel were successful in building both teams as a strong summer league program in East Texas where kids could have fun and learn about the life benefits of swimming. The tradition of summer league competition continues to this day along with the year-round USA swimming program that the sisters also first established called ETEX. The name ETEX was chosen in 1988 so that it could represent both swimmers in Lufkin and Nacogdoches committed to swimming year round and ready to excel to a higher level of swimming and having fun. 

Chris Roberts took over as head swim coach for Nacogdoches ETEX swim team from 1996-1998. Soon after Chris left the team Carrie Hairston took the lead position from 1999 – 2003.
2002


In the summer of 2002 The Boys & Girls Club of Nacogdoches built and opened The Lehmann Swim Center. The new building offered a permanent location for the ETEX Swim team which utilized its seven lane competitive swimming pool. The team’s directions were lead by Coach and Aquatics Director Carrie Hairston up till 2003. In 2004 Tim Crosson took the team. In 2005 Nathan Saunders became head swim coach.
2007


In August 2007 The Boys & Girls Club of Lufkin opened the doors to The Lufkin Swim Center and re-established the East Texas Swim Team as a year round USA Swimming program in Angelina County. Toni Linneman was responsible for building the program from the ground up. In the summer of 2008 the Lufkin Sharks Summer League Team transferred practice locations for the second time since establishment in 1988. 

Currently


The East Texas Swim Team (ETEX), Lufkin Sharks, & Nacogdoches Dolphins all practice and compete under the umbrella operations of The Boys & Girls Clubs of Deep East Texas which strive to teach and compete at a higher level of swimming competition. 

ETEX Alumni to Swim NCAA
	Justin Goodale – Ouachita Baptist University
Jason Petty – Ouachita Baptist University
Kayla Kenley – Ouachita Baptist University
Erik Gobel – Texas Christian University

Carl Davis – Ouachita Baptist University
Carey Richardson - Ouachita Baptist University
Alisa Richardson - Ouachita Baptist University
Carrie Hairston – University of Louisiana Monroe

Erik Cozadd – Wheeling Jesuit University

Sarah Gorham – New Mexico University

Kourtney Hamilton –Garner & Webb University

	Justin Vincent – Delta State University

John Mark McLain – Ouachita Baptist University
Tiger Christian – University of Nevada Las Vegas
Amy Roberson – Washington & Lee University

Philip Ballenger – Henderson State University
Katie Boiles – Washington & Lee University

Jake McLain – Ouachita Baptist University
Cody Cupit – Hartwick University



